EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 
for the Year 1869-70. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN POYNTZ, EARL SPENCER, K.G-, 
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND, &c. &c. See. 



T Ji 7"E, “ the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted and appointed 
* " by an Act of Parliament passed in the 53rd year of the reign of His late 
Majesty King George the Third, and in obedience thereto, respectfully submit 
to your Excellency a General Report of the Proceedings of the Board since 
their last Report. 

The limited, and to a great, extent defective, powers conferred upon us by the 
Legislature, as stated in former Annual Reports, and in some respects more 
particularly set forth in our Report for the year 1868-1869, continue to render 
General Reports of our proceedings of less importance and interest than they 
must become if the suggestions which we take the liberty to make at the con- 
clusion of this Report be adopted, even in a modified form. 

As regards the Royal School of Armagh, we beg to report to your Excellency 
that within the short period which has elapsed since the appointment of the 
present Master, the attendance of pupils, which, from various circumstances 
over which we had no control, had during the last .few years greatly fallen off, 
has already become considerable, and we feel justified in expressing a confident 
hope that, through the active and energetic exertions of the distinguished scho- 
lar selected by his Grace the Lord Primate as its present Head Master, this 
Endowment will i*esume that position which in former times it held in public 
estimation. 

The Royal School of Enniskillen continues to maintain that high rank 
amongst scholastic institutions which it has almost uniformly upheld under 
the control of the eminent Teachers who from time to time have presided 
over it. 

The Royal School of Dungannon has in no degree forfeited the character which 
the acknowledged scholarship of its successive Masters has procured for it. 

The Royal School at Banagher, to which a Master had been appointed by 
the Government shortly before the presentation of our last Report, and which 
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is carried on in a large old house, not very well suited for a school-house, and 
rented by us under a lease, of which there are now but a very few years unex- 
pired, has to a great extent recovered from the inefficient state into which it had 
lapsed. 

In reference to the Royal School at Raphoe, we have the gratification to 
report that, notwithstanding the many difficulties with which it has to contend, 
in consequence of its remote and isolated position, its small endowment, and 
other causes, it lias, through the exertions of its present Master, been enabled to 
retain that character to which we have felt justified in referring in some of out- 
former Annual Reports. 

The Half-yearly Returns furnished to us by the Masters of the Royal Schools 
do not present, in the cases of Cavan or Carysfort Royal Schools, any particu- 
lar features calling for special notice to your Excellency. 

The School-houses and premises of the different Schools of public and pri- 
vate Endowment in connection with our Commission, we beg to report have, by 
the outlay of such sums as have been stated to us to be necessary for that purpose, 
been kept in good, substantial repair, and our Architect has stated that the School- 
houses and premises generally of Enniskillen, Dungannon, and Armagh, which are 
the most important and most largely endowed of the Royal Schools, are in a 
most creditable and satisfactory condition, and fully suited for the purposes for 
which they are intended ; and we have to report that we have recently paid to 
the Master of Dungannon Royal School the last instalment due to him on 
account of the large sum of money heretofore advanced by him for the carrying 
out to completion the extensive buildings and improvements at the School-house, 
the plans and estimates for which had been previously submitted to and approved 
of by us, but which at that time we had not sufficient funds to undertake. 



In reference to the Primary Schools established on certain of our Estates, for 
the benefit of the children of the tenantry, we are enabled to state to your 
Excellency that they are, generally, in a satisfactory condition, and it is gratify- 
ing to us to be in a position to refer specially to the Tenantry School opened by 
us on the Dungannon Royal School Estate, in the county Tyrone, the attendance 
at which has so far exceeded the numbers at first expected to attend, that we have 
been obliged to build an addition to the School-house, and to increase the teach- 
ing staff. 

In reference to the Schools of private foundation in connection with this 
Commission, we beg to state that the School of Midleton, in the county of Cork, 
although enjoying a very’ moderate endowment, is in a most flourishing condition, 
and that the Local Governors who recently visited and examined the School, 
have reported to us their entire satisfaction with the Establishment, and its 
general condition. 

Amongst the minor Schools of private endowment, that at Tullyvin, in the 
county of Cavan, is rendered very valuable to the poorer classes residing in that 
neighbourhood, mainly through the active supervision and interest taken in it by 
its Local Governors. 
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The Diocesan Schools having been dealt with by the recent Irish Church Act, 
call for no special remark from us, beyond stating the fact that the Diocesan 
School at Monaghan, which had been for a long period in a very unsatisfactory 
condition, has, by the exertions of its present Head Master, been raised to a 
thriving state: The Diocesan School at Derry appears, by the returns made to 
us, to retain its hold in the public estimation. 

Although in our former Annual Reports we have frequently referred to the 
foundation of Exhibitions in Trinity College, pursuant to powers vested in us by 
Act of Parliament, we feel it not out of place now to report more specially on this 
subject to your Excellency. 

The Royal Scholarships in Trinity College, attached to such of the Royal 
Schools as respectively have funds available for that purpose, can be obtained by 
Pensioners and Sizars only, Fellow-commoners not being eligible to them. These 
appointments can be gained solely as the results of a severe competitive examina- 
tion, held by Fellows and Professors of Trinity College, wholly unconnected with 
the Schools at which the candidates had previously been educated. The course 
of examination, which is defined by us, is annually varied. It embraces certain 
of the Greek and Latin classics, some of which had been, and others of which 
had not been, previously studied by the candidates. Composition in Greek and 
Latin (versification being excepted), in French, Geography, Englisn Literature, 
and its history ; in Geometry, Algebra, Arithmetic, and History, ancient and 
modern. . No religious test of any kind is required, lhese Exhibitions, which 
are tenable for five years from the date of appointment, become forfeited in case 
the holder shall not, during each year of his tenure, have obtained such a number 
of qualifying distinctions in the University as we from time to time have pre- 
scribed by our rules. Such Exhibitioners as hold Scholarships of small amounts, 
and have, during the previous year, shown distinguished merit, obtain, at the end 
of each vear, such increase of stipend as the means at our command enable us to 
give, thus securing, on the part of the student, continuous exertion to enable 
him to retain the Exhibition won by him in the first instance at a strict 
competitive examination. A copy of our most recent rules in reference to these 
highly prized Exhibitions is, for your Excellency’s information, attached to this 
our Report. The following is a list of the names of the present Exhibitioners, 
and of the annual amounts payable to them respectively:— 

On the Armagh Royal School Foundation : 

£. £• 

J. Stanley - - 50 per annum. J . G. Silcock - - 30 per annum. 

W. W. Orr - - 50 „ C. Reeves - - 25 

W. B. Lindesay - 50 „ 

On the Cavan Royal School Foundation: 

W. Doherty - - - - - £. 25 per annum. 

On the Dungannon Royal School Foundation : 

£. 

T. WoodhouSe- - 50 per annum. I W. J. Ewing - 

R. Ringwood - - 50 „ I W. B. Smyth - 

G. N. O niton - - 50 „ I T. Hamilton - 

E. Bell - 50 „ j J. F. Williamson 

D. F. Kelly - 50 j 
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On the E 


nniskillen Royal School Foundation : 






£• 






£. 


T. Gordon 


SO 


per annum, j 


J. D. Bourchier 


- 50 per annum. 


W. Gunning - 


40 




G. A. Leech - 


- 40 „ 


S. Ilaughton - 


30 




E. F. Hopkins 


- 30 „ 


T. E. Hackett - 


50 












Midleton Prizes : 








£. 




£. 


J. M. Goold Adams 




30 prize. 


T. S. Turpin - 


- 20 prize. 



And we are enabled to state that it has been reported to us that many of those 
who have been mainly assisted by our Exhibitions in bearing the expense of 
their collegiate education, have attained eminent positions in the different 
courses which they subsequently adopted in life. 

It may not be unimportant that we should call your Excellency’s attention to 
the fact that by a General Order made by us many years ago, in reference to the 
Schools under our control, the Masters are forbidden to make any course of 
religious instruction objected to by a parent or guardian compulsory on any 
pupil in attendance at the School. 

The Estates which are vested in us, and which constitute the Endowment of 
several of the Schools connected with our Board, are managed, under our 
directions, by different Agents resident in the vicinity, and occupy much of our 
time and attention ; and we have the satisfaction to report to your Excellency 
that the rents are generally well paid, that the tenantry are well conducted, and 
that no agrarian crime or disturbance has for very many years made its appear- 
ance on anyone of our Estates. 

All which we beg most respectfully to submit to your Excellency as a General 
Report of our proceedings for the past year. 

Having concluded our General Report, we now take the liberty most respect- 
fully to submit to your Excellency’s consideration certain suggestions, which, if 
carried into effect by the Legislature, would, we are convinced, be of considerable 
advantage. 

The necessity for the attendance at our meetings of one of the Commissioners 
who are, xrirtutc officii, Members of the Board should no longer be required to 
give legality to our acts, or to the affixing the Corporate Seal to any document. 



Any three of the Commissioners assembled in pursuance of a general notice 
for a meeting should form a quorum for the transaction of business, as 
fully and effectually as if all the Members of the Board were personally 
present. 

Except in the cases of private patronage, this Commission should have the 
power to appoint, to promote, to remove, and to superannuate the various 
masters and teachers of the respective Schools. 

This 
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This Commission should be distinctly empowered to appoint Inspectors of 
Schools, and to pay them such sums as may be fixed by resolution of the 
Board. 

The necessity which at present exists for confining University Exhibitions to 
certain Schools, whose funds are ample for that purpose, should cease. 



The Commissioners should have the power to apply the funds of all Public 
Schools for Exhibitions in connection with any School or Schools they may 
think fit to select for that purpose. 



The Commissioners should have the power to apply the funds of largely 
Endowed Schools to the assistance in aid of the funds of those Schools which 
are not so largely endowed, generally, and in any manner that may seem to be 
expedient: and should' have complete power to remove Schools of Public 
Endowment to whatever localities may seem to be most advantageous to the 
public. 

The Commissioners should have the power to select, determine, and alter the 
course of instruction, and the hours at which it shall be given, in the various 
Schools, the times and durations of the School vacations ; the amount of School 
fees to be paid by daily pupils ; and also should have power to appoint a certain 
number of daily pupils, who shall receive gratuitous instruction at each School. 



To the above suggestions we beg most respectfully, but most urgently, to call 
your Excellency’s attention, feeling a strong conviction that unless some altera- 
tions, such as these we now take the liberty to submit be adopted, our Commission 
cannot satisfactorily discharge the duties the country has a right to expect from 
such a Corporation. 



JAMES WHITESIDE, c. j. 


(L. S.) 


H. LLOYD, d.d. 


(L.S.) 


J. G. PORTER. 


(l.S.) 


W. B. KIRKPATRICK. 


(L.S.) 


SAMUEL MEATH. 


(l.S.) 


J. D. FITZGERALD. 


(l.S.) 


L. E. BERKELEY. 


(L.S.) 


WILLIAM BROOKE. 


(l.s.) 



IVm. 

8, Clare-street, Dublin, May 1870. 



Cotter Kyle, ll.d., m.r.i.a., 

Secretary. 
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REGULATIONS of “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” as to the 
Royal Scholars. — 1870. 



“The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” have founded 30 Exhibitions, called 
“ Royal Scholarships,” for students who shall enter Trinity College from the Royal Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, or Cavan, viz., live scholarships of 50 /. per annum 
each for Arma-di School ; and five of 50?. per annum, and five of 30/. per annum for each 
of the Schools’ of Dungannon and Enniskillen; and five of 2 51. per annum for Cavan 

^Thcse Scholarships can be obtained by such students only as have been at least three 
vears in all, previously to their entrance into Trinity College, pupils in some one or 
other of the Royal Schools. It is not, however, hereby intended to prevent pupils from 
movin'* from one of them to another : but the Scholarships founded for the respective 
Schools of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan, can be obtained only by- 
students who have entered the University from the schools for which such Scholarships 
have been founded. . ■..•■« 

The Scholarships are tenable for five years from the time of their being obtained, 
subject to certain conditions hereafter mentioned. . 

The Provost and Senior Fellows have signified their willingness to appoint Examiners 
in each year, to examine, on the first convenient day after the second entrance, in the 
month of October, such students as shall have entered from the said four Royal Schools, 
and shall offer themselves as candidates for these Scholarships, 



In 1870 the examinations will be in the following subjects: — 

I.— Sacred History.— Genesis— Exodus, ch. i.-xx. inclusive— the historical part 
of Numbers — theBook of Joshua— I. Samuel— II. Samuel.— I. & II. Kings 
— Smith’s Sacred History, xv.-xxv., inclusive, excluding the appendices. 



II. — Greek and Latin: _ , . . _ ... « 

Tlio course proscribed for entrance into T.C.D. (omitting Virgil s VJineid, 
Xenophon, and Lucian) ; in the Sixth Book of Herodotus, and m passages 
taken from such Greek and Latin authors as are not part ot the t.t -fl. 
entrance course. 

Greek and Latin Prose Composition. 

Grecian History. — William Smith’s. 

Roman History. — Liddell’s smaller History. 

III. — English Language and Literature : 

Trench’s Study of Words and English, past and present. 

History of English Literature (Arnold). . 

Milton’s “ Paradise Lost,” Books I., II, Sampson Agomstes, Johnson s Lives 
of Milton, Dryden, Addison, Swift, Pope, Shakspeare’s “ King Lear, and 
“ Measure for Measure.” 

English History. — Student’s Hume. 

English Composition. 

IV. — French Language : „ 

Translation of French into English and vice versa. 



V. — Science: ,, , , , 

Euclid Books I. II. III. VI., Excluding all deducibles. 

Algebra— to the end of Quadratic Equations, excluding the theory of Equa- 
tions. 

Arithmetic— As in T.C.D. entrance course. 

Geography— Descriptive aud Physical. 

Note . — The course of examination for Royal Scholarships will be, from time to time, 
varied by the Commissioners. 



The examination will be carried on mainly by means of written papers ; and, in addition 
to the examination by papers in the various authors, each examiner may, at his discretion, 
examine the candidate viva voce in one author. 

The examination in History and Geography will be viva voce. 

No fellow-commoner can be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No pensioner shall be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship who shall not 
have remained at one of the Royal Schools to which the Scholarships are attached till an 
October entrance examination in T.C.D. of the same year as the examination for Royal 
Scholarships, at which he may be a candidate. 

No sizar shall be admitted as a candidate, who shall not have remained at such Royal 

School 
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School till the sizarship entrance examination immediately preceding the examination 
for Royal Scholarships, at which he may be a candidate. 

No student who shall have attained 20 years of age shall be permitted to become a 
candidate for a Royal Scholarship. The age of the candidate must be proved to the 
satisfaction of the schoolmaster, and certified by him. 

No student shall be elected a Royal Scholar unless he shall have, previously to the 
examination for Royal Scholarships, produced to the Secretary of the Commissioners a 
certificate signed by the Master of the Royal School from which he shall have entered 
T.C.D., certifying that such candidate is duly qualified according to the above-stated 
rules, such certificate to be handed by the candidate to the Examiners in T.C.D. 

The candidates from each school shall be examined together, and a return made to the 
Commissioners of their positive merit ; and also an arrangement of the candidates accord- 
in o- to their answering, without distinction of schools ; the Commissioners reserving to 
themselves the power of suspending or diminishing one or more Scholarships, if sufficient 
merit has not been shown. 

In cases of equality of merit, in all other respects, the poverty of a candidate will be 
taken into consideration. A student who' has once been a candidate cannot be eligible 
on a subsequent occasion. 

Students when appointed to these Scholarships may retain them for five years from 
the time of their election, provided that, proceeding regularly with their respective 
classes, they obtain in each year of their undergraduate course one honour of the first 
rank, or two honours of the second rank. The election itself to one of these Scholarships 
bein<>- reckoned as equivalent to one honour of the second rank, obtained in tliejuniorfresh- 
man°year ; an University Moderatorship obtained in the senior sophister year, an Uni- 
versity Scholarship, in whatever year obtained, the Berkeley Gold Medal, the Lloyd Ex- 
hibition, the Wray Prize, success in the first Indian Civil Service (competitive) exami- 
nation, success at the Woolwich entrance examination, will rank as University honours 
of the first class ; obtaining a respondency ; success at any of the subsequent Indian Civil 
Service examinations will rank as an University honour of the second rank. 

A Royal Scholarship shall become forfeited by the holder of it incurring any heavy 
collegiate censure, such as public admonition, or rustication ; or when all the examinations 
of any year have elapsed without his having obtained in that year one honour of the first 
rank, or two honours of the second rank, or what is stated in the preceding regulations as 
equivalent to these honours respectively. 

The exhibitions become due half-yearly, viz., on the 1st of May and on the 1st of 
November. Payments will be made in May to such students only as have obtained in the 
preceding part of that year at least one honour of the second rank. A half-yearly pay- 
ment, held over in May, will be made in November, provided an honour has been obtained 
in the meantime ; and payment for the entire year will be made in November to such 
students as had not qualified for the May half-year’s payment, and shall have then 
fulfilled all the requisites for the entire year. 

In cases where very distinguished merit has been shown during their undergraduate 
course by students holding minor Scholarships, and where Scholarships for the same school 
remain suspended, or have been forfeited, the Commissioners will, at the close of each 
year, receive memorials from such students for an increase of their stipend. 



Resolutions of the Board of Trinity College, Dublin, .adopted in compliance with the 
wishes of “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland.” 

Resolved , — That the scholars appointed from the Royal Schools by “ The Commissioners 
of Education, in Ireland,” be permitted to wear velvet caps, and that their names be in 
the Colleo-e books, immediately after the names of the University scholars, without, how- 
ever, altering their degree of seniority amongst their class-fellows. 

Midleton School. 

“ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland” \yill grant annually two prizes, one of 
30 l. and one of 20 l., to such junior freshmen as shall, subject to the rules prescribed for 
the Royal Schools, have entered Trinity College, Dublin, from Midleton School ; and 
having been examined along with and in the same course as the candidates for the Royal 
\ Scholarships, shall be recommended by the examiner as deserving candidates. 

(signed) William Cotter Kyle, LL.D., 

Secretary to “ The Commissioners of Education in Ireland.” 

8, Clare-street, 1 December 1869. 
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